VAZHAKUNNAM AS A PROPAGATOR AW INTERPRETER OF SRIMADBHACA\ATAM

astonished the audience with its simplicity of language, lucidity of
style, sweetness of imagination, melody and audibility of the words,
appropriateness of expressions and actions."

Vazhakunnam commanded the audience by his unique method
of communication. Once while addressing a fairly good crowd at
Tiruvegappura in 1096, he suggested to chant "Narayana". But
the people were not ready to respond at once. He turned back
and pointing at the foliage at a distance requested them to resound
the Lord's name, pherhaps reminding the answering by the tree
on behalf of Sri Suka to his father's call. At this stage all present
there uttered loudly 'Narayana'. This was the first incident of
people obeying his command and this took place prior to his role
as Bhagavata interpreter.2 Later on, he had developed this ca-
pacity to such an extent that by a mere hint, people would readily
respond by chanting the name of the Lord.

Ulloor has mentioned about the story telling ability of
Vazhakunnam while he was in his boyhood.3 Naturally his later
mastery of the various techniques of addressing people was a due
extension of this ability.

One feature of his narration which highly attracted the audi-
ence was his wonderful ability to portray living word pictures. He

2. Ulloor, ibid p.254.

3. Ulloor, ibid p.252.
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